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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

London Assurance, with the new Drama, formed the amusements last 
night at this Theatre. 
DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

Mr. Bunw in his capacity of manager for the German company will, 
if we mistake not, be the means of their leaving this country with empty 
purses and heavy hearts. On Wednesday, the ex-kssee of this Theatre, 
had the presumption to palm upon the audience what has now become the 
refuse of both French and English Theatres, Masaniello, The Times 
of yesterday sensibly observes, “ The very object of a German Opera 
would seem to be to give the English an opportunity of hearing the best 
German works, particularly those which have hitherto been known only 
by reputation. And now, as if there were no German music in existence, 
recourse must be had to a French production which has fairly been worn 
out on the English stage, and might now with great proprietor be laid on 
the shelf altogether.” In addition to the Opera being ill adapted to the 
capabilities of Herr Schumann’s company, its length, (five weary acts, 
with awful pauses between each,) is enough to sicken anybody. Madame 
Schumann, a sweet singer, is rendered a nonentity as far as vocalism is 
concerned, she is cast for the dumb girl Fenella! ‘The other singers 
we will not follow through their parts, it will be sufficient for us to ob- 
serve that not a member of the company created any particular effect by 
his or her allotted character, so ill adapted was each vole to the powers of 
its support. The only feature in the affair to be praised is the correctness 
of the chorus singers, but this will not repay the enormous terms de- 
manded for an admission. The scenery was by no means first-rate, and 
the ballet department inelegant in the extreme. The grotesque and outré 
positions of the corps de ballet, raised ever and anon a sibillation which 
was checked by the mirth of those good-humoured enough to enjoy the 
absurdity of the show, although they had to pay so dearly for their wit- 
nessing. Where are the promised novelties paragraphed in the public 
prints as in rehearsal? Echo answers “ Where.” Inactivity and bad 
management will ruin the concern. 

ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 

Mr. Batre has shown want of taste, we think, in producing such after- 
pieces as Betly and The Matrimonial Ladder. The latter was repre- 
sented last evening, and is the second translation from the French, the 
first version of which was produced some seasons back at the Olympic by 
Madame Vestris. At that Theatre, under the title of The Ladder of 
Love, it had the support of Charles Mathews, Keeley, J. Bland, Miss 
Murray, and Madame Vestris, and the archness and delightful acting of 
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the latter secured it a triumphant reception. We wish not to compare 
inviduously the present cast with that of former times, but can only 
wonder, if a French afterpiece must appear at the English Opera House, 
why a novelty is not chosen, in lieu of vaudevilles requiring an Olympic 
Theatre, managed by a Vestris to render them pleasing. 

The present cast includes Miss Howard, who personated Madame la 
Marquise de Beausecours, and sang the music allotted to her part with 
a great deal more talent than it deserved. Miss Gould, and Messrs. Wil- 
son, Barker, and Duruset, were the other dvamatis persone, but their 
united efforts could not induce the audience to express any token of ap- 
probation, and assuredly neither the dialogue or music deserved it——There 
was not a full house. We advise Mr. Balfe to withdraw this after- 
piece as soon as possible, as it can only be the means of keeping people 
away from the Theatre instead of attracting them. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapamr Tussavup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 
full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 
Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mchemet Ali, in costume, and Paga- 
nini; also splendid figures of Iler Majesty, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas, They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to the Cosmorama Itooms, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here ; they are of the most interesting descrip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonie Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock, When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Mr. Editor, have you seen the wonderful Phantasmagoria Lantern of Davis 
Brotuers, Opticians to the Royal Family and inventors of Prince Albert’s Walking 
Stick, 33, New Bond-street,—most amusing.—price 2/. 15s. Must recommend their 
four guinea Double Opera Glasses—they are of the most astonishing power, shew- 
every object with delightful effect—The address is Davis Brothers, 83, NewBond-st. 

Thursday, called at Emmett’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impuired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ Why is one of Perrinc’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—“ Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that will last 
through tumult and tempest, and though it may reign for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’s Hats, not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. each.— 85, Strand. 

“* All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson's Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de- 
lightful singine— (commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s, &.—-PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, (19th Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LON DON 
ASSURANCE. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. ...--..+++ Me BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Mr ANDERSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ...... cones. Mr KEELEY, 
Mr Dazzle..... Mr CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Mark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, "Isaacs, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
James, Mr COLLETT, 

Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 


Lady Gay Spanker............ Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, Mrs HUMBY. 








After which, (Sth Time) a New er in Two Acts, entitled 


Whe Embassy ! 


The Scenery by the Messrs. GRIE VE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
The Music, by Mr. R. HUGHES. 

The Incidental Masque and Dances composed by Mr. OSCAR BYRNE. 
Duke de Nevers, Mr MOORE, 

Viscount Rene de Rohan, ... .. Mr ANDERSON, 
Solignac, ( Master of the Ce premonies ) Mr BRINDAL, 


_ Henri de Valois, (Duke of Anjou, & King of Poland) MrW.H.PAYNE, 


Lamont, (Chamberlain to theDuke of Anjou,) Mr WIGAN, 
Montluc, ... ... ( Captain of the Guard) ... ... Mr C. J. SMITH, 
Phillippe, Mr HONNER, Usher, Mr BIRT, 

Gentlemen of the Duke's Chamber—Messrs. Green, S. Smith, Gledhill, Butler. 
Pages of the Queen and the Duke of Anjou—Messrs. Kerridge, Connell, &c. 

The Baroness du Pont, { Ladies in Waiting on | Miss E. T REE, 
Madame de Brissac, ) the Queen of Navarre, § Madame VESTRIS, 
Ladies of the Court—Mesd: umes Emden, Cross, Jackson, &c. 


Count Albert Lasky, ... (Palatine of Sir adia,) .. . Mr HEMMING, 


Pensemnaen im the Incidental Masque. 
; 7 Representing ‘Th : aie 
Marguerite,Queen of Navarre | Genius of Fr Re | MissFAIRBROTHER 


Ladies of her Court, represent ting the Principal Provinces or Military Governments of 
France, in the Reign of Charles the Ninth—Mesdames Payne, Ryals, Miller, &c. 


In Act IL—& MAZOURKA, 
By Mr GH BERT, Miss BALLIN, Master & Miss MARSHALL 


To-morrow, London aun, pa ‘The Sedinw, 








Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
GERMAN OPERA. 


This Evening, AUBER’s grand Opera, (in Five Acts) of 


MASANIELLO; 


The Dumb Girl of Portici. 














The Music, for the 2nd time in this country, by the German Com- 


pany and Chorus. 
Alphonso, (Son of the Viceroy,) Herr SEYLER, 
Lorenzo, (Alphonso’s Confidant) Herr BENESCH, 
Masaniello, (a Fisherman) Herr HAITZINGER, 
Pietro, (a friend toMasaniello) HerrSESSLEMANN 
RI 
Morena, } Fishermen, | Horr HERBOLD, ” 
Silva, (an officer of theGuard,) HerrF ROITZHEIM, 
Elvira, Madame STOECKEL HEINEFETTER, 
Fenella, (Sister to Masaniello) Mad. SCHUMANN. 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Court, &c., by 


The following powerful Chorus. 
Under the Direction of Herr BAERWOLF. 


Mesdames Baumann, Derrst, Vasen, Stoeger. 

Demoiselles Barg, Basse, Cnoss, Dannecker, Goetz, 
Fromborn, Daun, Chrest, Graf, Gallo, Herbold, 
Hornung, Kercher, Kramer, Heyne, Michalesi, 
Mathes, Pichler, Schunck, Seyler, Wagner, Weil, 
Theone, Theuer, &c. &c, 

Herrs Bensch, Bernard, Cronauer, Chrest, Darossi, 
Ersfeld, Fruhling, Gliomann, Gebkardt, Gulden- 
berg, Hasterick, Hartig, Heese, Heyne, Haase, 
Heckmanns, Herbold, Sen., Herbold, Jun., Koeh, 
Hoffmam, Culdenberg, Hasterick, &c. &c. 
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THE ORCHESTRA, 
On a Grand Scale, directed by Herr GANZ, 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. Toomas, Exeter Street, 
Strand.—All Letters to be post paid.—Printing in General. 
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